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feel restless and uneasy till we have exprest
its content in some form of the combination
of the manifold in which it may be definitely
fist and again participated in by us in the
movement hither and thither of thought. In
each poetic imagination, before it has done its
work, lies this mystic unity, and in doing it
each seeks to escape from this; the best that
we could ourselves be would not content us,
because we can not be it otherwise than by
spreading out its formless depth into the sur-
face of a completely related phenomenon.
Language in all its operations is but the re-
production, not the cause, of this tendency of
our mind. But, after having at such length
stood on the defensive, I can more briefly add
the positive assertion that even this form of
thinking, the only one possest by us finite
beings, would actually remain very imperfect,
without this reproduction in language. Lan-
guage, of course, does not impart to the mind
the elements of thinking; but it indispensable
when the mind has to combine these elements
into the spacious fabric of its culture. As
we always experience a refreshing effect from
sense-intuition, and are not convinced of the
success of any labor till we have before us
some palpable result, so must the auricular
images of names and the combinations of
sounds that constitute grammatical and syn-
tactical forms of speech, present to us in a
fixt, sensible form, the former the multiplicity
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